THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

him, writing, writing until the pen slipped
from his fingers, with never a thought for
himself, seeking only to give consolation to
others.

; We took risks, we knew we took them ; things
have come out against us, and therefore we have no
cause for complaint, but bow to the will of Providence,
determined still to do our best to the last. But if we
have been willing to give our lives to this enterprise,
which is for the honour of our country, I appeal to our
countrymen to see that those who depend on us are
properly cared for.

c Had we lived, I should have had a tale to tell
of the hardihood, endurance, and courage of my com-
panions which would have stirred the heart of every
Englishman. These rough notes and our dead
bodies must tell the tale . . /

They conquered, and then met defeat.
But never was death more swallowed up in
victory. They died, but they are not for-
gotten. We who remember give homage.
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